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ALLOWANCE 
Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to the applicants' amendment filed on 28 July 2003. 
Claims 2, 4-6, 10-18 and 23-25 are now amended. Claims 1 and 7-9 are now canceled. 
New claim 26 is now added. Claims 2-6 and 10-26 are now pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, filed 28 July 2003, with respect to s 2-6 and 1 0-26 have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejections 4-6 and 14-25 of have been 
withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-6 and 10-26 are allowed. 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Referring to claims 2-6, the prior art does not disclose the combination of all the 

limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose method 
of positioning optical fibers in a ferrule, where a fiber alignment device comprising two 
wafers, each of the wafers comprising grooves which form at least one fiber capillary 
when the wafers are aligned and wherein the step of applying the alignment device 
comprises clamping the two wafers onto the fibers extending form the ferrule. 
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Referring to claim 1 0, the prior art does not disclose the combination of all the 
limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose method 
of manufacturing a fiber optic subassembly that includes applying heat to the adhesive 
to improve the flow of the adhesive. 

Referring to claim 1 1 , the prior art does not disclose the combination of all the 
limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose method 
of manufacturing a fiber optic subassembly that includes applying a small amount of a 
second adhesive to the fibers outside of the ferrule and curing the second adhesive to 
block the flow of the first liquid adhesive. 

Referring to claims 12 and 13, the prior art does not disclose the combination of 
all the limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose 
method of manufacturing a fiber optic subassembly that includes applying a small 
amount of a second adhesive to the fibers outside of the ferrule and curing the second 
adhesive to block the flow of the first liquid adhesive. 

Referring to claims 14-17, the prior art does not disclose the combination of all 
the limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose 
method of assembling a fiber ferrule subassembly comprising the step of providing a 
plurality of optical fibers screened for at least core concentricity. 

Referring to claims 1 8-25, the prior art does not disclose the combination of all 
the limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose 
method of assembling a fiber ferrule subassembly wherein the at least one capillary is 
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selected from the group consisting of a dual-oval capillary, a four-circular capillary, and 
a capillary comprising an alignment washer. 

Referring to claim 26, the prior art does not disclose the combination of all the 
limitations of the claimed invention. Specifically, the prior art does not disclose method 
of assembling a fiber ferrule subassembly comprising the step of providing a plurality of 
optical fibers screened for at least ovality. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin S Wood whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
5296. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (7am - 5:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rodney B Bovernick can be reached on (703) 308-4819. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 307- 
0956. 
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